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Next Level Law

SMILE 2026 Eligibility Criteria

We are inviting applications from individuals who are in year 12 (or equivalent), studying
A-Levels (or equivalent), who have an interest in pursing a career in Law and fulfil the
following criteria:

e Year 12 student; and

o Attending, and having always attended, a state-funded, non-fee-paying school or
college; and

e Two or more of the following:

First in family to attend university.
Currently or previously in local authority care.

In receipt of, or previously received, free school meals, Pupil Premium,
Education Maintenance Allowance, or 16-19 Bursary.

Full-time or part-time carer.
Arrived in the UK as a refugee or asylum seeker.

Main parental household earner is categorised as a routine or manual
occupation.

Attends a state school or college with: (a) below average A-Level or Higher
point score; and/or (b) low rate of progression to higher education.

Other circumstances which mean that the applicant does not have the
same opportunities that most lawyers had available to them as children
(this will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must result from a
genuine societal disadvantage).
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